
 
The Nature of Worship: King and Kingdom 

 
When I say the word worship what comes to your mind? 
 
Worship is more than just singing, it is the character of proper devotion to God by Christ in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
I have put together a summary of our 17 series in worship for you who are visual learners. 
This covers both Living a Gospel Centered Life, and The Biblical Theology of Christian Worship. 

Worship diagram  
 
 
Romans 12:1 
Living holy, pleasing sacrifice. 

  Worship is a manor of life, pleasing to God, reflecting His character. 
  Worship is an expression of spiritual devotion we are to give our bodies,  

our total selves to belong to God.        
 
What pleases God the most is not always what we think is best, just like in a marriage at times. 

 Valentine’s Day and the gift of bacon flavored chap-stick 
 
What about deep rooted sin, I am going to worship you God and not deal with sin? 
       Psalm 24:3-4  the Lord does expect purity of heart and loyalty –singleness of devotion. 
 
Not one part of you but all.   It is not just what we can ‘give’ time work, He wants the ‘giver’. 
       Worship is the presentation of our entire person as a sacrifice. 
 

We serve God by the sacrificial offering of all our total being as an act of worship 
 
 
Paul shows us our goal verse 1, now shows us a way to attain this verse 2. 
Romans 12:2 
 

Conform be molded 
We are not to be conformed to the prevailing culture. 
Refuse its ways.  We must be on our guard. 
Conformed fashioned by another’s ways or opinions or world view. 
 
 
but ...  He is not saying trade one for another for the world is passing 
after this evil age which is passing away  I john 2:17 
 
Transformation 
Morphe: is not just an external imitation or mimic but an internal change to God’s ways. 
Complete change over into the image of Christ 
Transformation according to his will 
Continue to be transformed passive – He is the one doing it for we are acted upon 
Our entire ethic and moral changes. 
 



Paul does not tell us here but we see in other passages in scripture it is by the Spirit and the 
Word of God  
How do we discern what the will of God is?   

It is the continual perfection of our mind to match his mind and will.   
The inward power of this transforming experience is the renewed mind 
 
Out of this comes our true joy when we are then satisfied in him. 
 
Heidelberg Catechism 
Question 2. How many things are necessary for thee to know, that thou, enjoying this comfort, 
mayest live and die happily?    
Answer: Three; (a) the first, how great my sins and miseries are;  
                           (b) the second, how I may be delivered from all my sins and miseries;  
                           (c) the third, how I shall express my gratitude to God for such deliverance. 
                                    holiness which is acceptable and well pleasing to God 
 
“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him” Piper  
 
Not mere outward acts.  Without the engagement of the heart, there can be no real worship.   
Not a duty, I have to- giving roses on anniversary.  
Dutiful (I have to) worship is a contradiction in terms.  It is my joy.      
There is no greater joy that the function of true worship. 
 
 
Here is an example of what this looks like shared from DL Moody 

In the second century they brought a Christian before a king, who wanted him  
       to recant and give up Christ and Christianity, but the man rejected the proposition. 
 
But the king said, “If you don’t do it, I will banish you.” 
The man smiled and answered,  
   “You can’t banish me from Christ, for He says He will never leave me nor forsake me.” 
 

        The king got angry, and said, “Well, I will confiscate your property and take it all from you!” 
And the man replied, “My treasures are laid up on high; you cannot get them.” 
 
The king became still angrier, and said, “I will kill you!” 
“Why,” the man answered, “I have been dead forty years; I have been dead with Christ,  
          dead to the world, and my life is hid with Christ in God, and you cannot touch it.” 
The king said, “What are you going to do with such a fanatic?”  

 
We belong to the King of kings. 
Our whole life is to be service for the King and His kingdom. 
 
 
Psalm 96 
Worship the King 
Proper response is a grateful heart with a sense of the holiness of God. 
Reverence and awe of the King is compatible with trust and love of this great king 
A manor of life pleasing to God. 
 
 



Hebrews 12:28  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 
 
Advance His Kingdom  
God’s Kingdom cannot be shaken compared to the kings and kingdoms of this earth that come 
and go. 
 
In our time there have been many evil men that have come and gone.   
Like Saddam Hussein. 
 

He was one of the many twisted dictators who wrote bloody chapters in 20th-century history. 
Killing his own people and plundering their lives and resources to build up his kingdom and 
palaces filled with fancy chandeliers.    
 
He did as best as he could to execute any political foe that stood in his way,  

''Enemies of the state'' are eliminated, and their spouses, and children.  
His bloody reign left about a million dead but continued building fancy chandeliers.   
 
Maybe you recall the famous television interview that occurred in Feb 2003 with American 
news anchor Dan Rather and the then President of Iraq Saddam Hussein in a fancy room.  
Arrogantly, Hussein thought his kingdom and palace would last forever  but months later came 
the 2003 Invasion of Iraq and the air raid on Baghdad. And that’s when a bomb was dropped on the 
presidential palaces and the room of the Dan Rather Interview shaking it to the ground was 
Hussein’s temporary Kingdom.   
 

I have a new addition to my office to remind me of Gods Kingdom that cannot be shaken. 
Saddam Hussein’s once glory is now a trinket in Rice Lake Wisconsin. 
 
Ps 102:25-27 
Ps. 10:16   The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will perish from his land. 
John 18:36  Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would 
fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.” 

 
The Gospel proclaims a status of spiritual life on the people of God (salvation),  
              And it also generates a condition of change to all areas of our heart 

 (submission, sanctification and transformation) 
              and recognizes a reality of God’s sovereign rule of his present and coming Kingdom 

 (Kingdom of God). 
This is the gospel that is within you and also at large transforming our community.   
  
The gospel message of the Kingdom of God is this: 

It is the good news of God’s sovereign reign and powerful involvement in the world and 
history, which He is remaking and renewing the whole world through Christ so that His 
sons and daughters, empowered by the Holy Spirit, live in the blessing of His promises 
to fulfill His imperishable kingdom established at Christ’s return.  

 
Have you experienced the mercies of God found in Christ alone? 

 Today give to God your total being in service for the King and Kingdom 
 I Chron. 29:10-14 


